Dear Sirs
Having been deeply connected to earlier ISPO activities, I would be happy to re-establish contact with the text below about Internet as a meeting place concerning partial foot amputation.
With a lifelong experience as a Lisfrancamputee -a result of a tram accident -I have had and have a sincere interest to find an optimal medical and technical service both for myself and for my fellow-amputees.
After my retirement in 1977 from the leadership of the Swedish Handicap Institute, Stockholm, I have used a lot of time for this purpose. One instrument is my homepage on Internet, http://www.algonet.se/~karlm/ There I have had professional assistance from Dr. Acke Jernberger, orthopaedic surgeon, Norrkoping, and his participation has not exclusively been bound to the medical/technical part, but also in a high degree to the pedagogic illustrations.
The homepage informs readers about the technical services I have received during a period of more than 70 years -shortcomings and successes. The possibilities to unload the sensitive parts of the stump is discussed and the need for distribution of the load between different parts of the foot/leg is stressed. Not only successes are reported. The need in some
The distribution of the load between the knee/leg and the foot sole is a great problem (from the home page).
cases for such a load distribution between foot and knee/lower leg and the failure to reach an acceptable goal is registered (orthosis 3 in the link Case Study of the homepage). My aim with the homepage is first of all to stimulate the amputees themselves to increase their knowledge about their handicap and to stimulate them to take part in the rehabilitation process and the decision-making. I feel that the slogan "The most important participant in the team is the patient" is often neglected, but if it will gain ground, everyone will win. The Internet-system is a brilliant tool for dialogues and exchange of information -not least for a minority among amputees. Corrections, comments and proposals are most welcome.
Karl Montan

Biographical note
Born in 1914. Tram accident in 1925 in Helsingborg, Sweden. Midfoot amputation, right foot about Lisfranc level. Education: Social science. Professional positions: different tasks -both national and international -concerning services for disabled people, the last position was as director of the Swedish Handicap Institute during 1968-77.
A major task of the institute is to stimulate improvement of all kinds of technical aids for handicapped persons, to test such aids and to provide information both to service providers and service consumers.
International functions started at the Fifth World Congress of Rehabilitation International (RI) in 1951 in Stockholm as secretary of the congress. Took part in planting the roots of ISPO in 1952 and have been active since then in the international efforts to improve technical aids for handicapped persons. Member of the pre-ISPO to 1964 thereafter chairman of International Commission on Technology and Accessibility (ICTA) to 1970.
